When violinist/vocalist Diane Perry performs a familiar tune, you never know what to expect--
a visceral straight-to-the heart rendition or a complete “derangement,” as she likes to call it. While her original compositions span the breadth of her background: classical-crossover, Latin, swing, jazz, folk, and gospel, you are as likely to shed a tear as you are to laugh with delight.  

To help you imagine a Diane Perry show, here is what critics and contemporaries alike are saying:


“Plays and sings with a brilliance that captivates. She doesn’t copy anyone and she doesn’t need to...SHE IS THE REAL DEAL!!!” 
DAVID AMRAM


“Nothing epitomizes Diane Perry’s unique approach to music better than her madly original rendition of “All Or Nothing At All,” arranged in an unlikely mash-up with the Four Lads 1953 novelty hit “Istanbul (Not Constantinople)”...The idea may sound crazy, but the music sounds exhilarating. The number opens with a piano/bass vamp on “Istanbul,” as Perry begins to scat around the melody and intersperse bits of the lyric, all atop a funky Latin stop-time beat. After a bit she seamlessly segues into a vocal chorus of “All Or Nothing At All.” 


As the Latin beat continues, a conga line feel emerges and, violin under chin, Perry ventures into the audience to prowl the aisles while improvising fiery licks - which tune seems irrelevant at this point - although her return to the stage brings us back to “Istanbul” to complete the musical journey. “You could say I ‘Carmen Mirandized’ it,” Perry says of the arrangement.

A Perry original, “Cocilu,’ (was) written for her mother who is fond of Cuban music, and the number indeed has a traditional Cubano feel.  Perry begins the number pizzicato and then bows a tune that’s playful, mischievous and innocent all at once...”


Perry performs bravura turns on “Stardust” and “My Romance” that highlight her soaring and passionate violin style. Classically trained, her concert hall tone is full and pure, and a joy to hear. This is not your grandpa’s jazz violin.”
  TONY MOTTOLA, NJJS Review in Jersey Jazz


“Diane Perry came to our consciousness a few years ago, and immediately stood out as an astonishing musician both on the violin and in vocals...She is a natural, one of those performers who, from her very first note, you know was born to her instrument...She spans genres from swing standards to folk to her own compositions. She doesn’t let her classical training at Juilliard get in the way of improvisational brilliance, and her vocal interpretations are perfect for the material...I have seen examples of things she’s done with little or no advance notice that sound like it could have happened in Carnegie Hall...I just sat there for ninety minutes with my jaw hanging open. Your jaws will also be hanging open.

MIKE AGRANOFF, The Folk Project


“Her exquisite vocals were at once emotionally penetrating and technically exhilarating. The same passion and elegant proficiency comes from her instrument. 
MARK SCHAFFER, Folk Project Getaway

Diane Perry has performed in orchestras, swing band Vince Giordano’s Nighthawks, The DMP Big Band, Broadway pits, rock bands, and even for a circus. Her violin graces the cast album of “I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change.” She has written music for the stage, for jingles, co-produced albums (including Woody Allen’s “Everyone Says I Love You” soundtrack) and is embraced by the North Jersey folk scene for her whirlwind of talent, energy, and personality. Melding her lifelong accomplishments in the swing, Latin, and classical genres with her newfound love of the folk music community, she’s making an impressive impact onstage, in the studio, and in workshops. 

Her eagerly-anticipated debut CD “Out Of My Dreams” was released February 2016.
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